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In the last few decades the rapidly changing labor markets and the well known role that 

human capital plays in Chinese development, together with changes in the supply of 

educational services brought by decentralization and widespread fiscal reforms, have surely 

changed costs and benefits of education as evaluated by Chinese parents andchildren. We 

expect that all these factors impact the intergenerational transmission of education by 

reducing education persistence between parents and children. Because high intergenerational 

persistence of educational attainment serves as abarrier to opportunities in the labor market 

and beyond, a reduction in educational persistence across generations implies that children 

coming from low education backgrounds cannow achieve higher education levels and so face 

better labor market prospects (Bauer andRiphahn (2007); Huang (2013)). The question is: is 

this the case for all Chinese children,or rather educational persistence has evolved differently 

for boys and girls, in rural andurban settings and across ethnic groups?   

Using non-parametric estimation methods, this paper contributes to the understanding of 

intergenerational mobility in socioeco-nomic status in a developing country such as China. 

Using the 1990 and 2000 Chinese Population Census, we examine the effects of parents' 

education on the schooling of the next generations. The main results can be summarized as 

follows. Educational persistence is unambiguously higher in urban areas compared to rural 

areas in 2000, a result which may indicate a relative success in breaking the link between low 

parents' education and low children's education in rural areas. The levels and variances of the 

parents' transmission coefficients of schooling are higher for ethnic minority children, and 

more so in 2000 compared to 1990. These two results combined testify of the limited success 

that Chinese schooling reforms have had onminority groups.  
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