
 

 

 

 

2018 Congressional Research Fellowship Program (CRFP) 

Applicant information 

 

Overview of the CRFP 

The Australian National University Crawford School of Public Policy, the American Australian Association, and 

Virgin Australia are offering current Group of Eight University honours and postgraduate students or recent 

Group of Eight University honours and postgraduate students the opportunity to experience US policy-making 

in the heart of Washington DC. 

The Congressional Research Fellowship Program (CRFP) aims to identify and foster the development of a new 

generation of leaders, while promoting investment in the Australia-US relationship through person-to-person 

linkages made by successive Fellows and the networks they create. 

For a period of up to three months, between January to March 2018, CRFP Fellows will assist a Senator’s staff 

in developing policy advice and assisting with the day-to-day functioning of the office. Fellows will have the 

opportunity to attend Foreign Relations and Armed Services Committee hearings and policy briefings held for 

staff in the US Capitol, and will have the opportunity to engage with leading foreign policy, security or 

economics think tanks in Washington DC. 

The CRFP is an immersive and exciting experience for participants. Fellows are expected to involve themselves 

in all that Washington DC has to offer. They are automatically included in the ANU Washington alumni 

community, which includes graduates working in international organisations, diplomacy, think tanks, academia 

and non-government organisations. 

 

Am I eligible? 

To be eligible to apply for the program, you must: 

 Be an Australian citizen 

 Be a currently enrolled honours or postgraduate student at a Group of Eight University, or be a 

former honours or postgraduate student at a Group of Eight University who graduated after 

December 2016.  

Applicants must: 

 Have a strong interest in international relations, particularly Asia-Pacific political, public policy, 

security or economic affairs; 

 Have or had at least a Distinction average in your undergraduate and/or current studies; 

 Be able to meet criteria for a US J-1 visa (J-1 Visa);  

 Hold an Australian passport that has at least six months validity; and 

 Be fluent in English 

http://j1visa.state.gov/
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How does the selection process work? 

CRFP Applications will be considered through a competitive selection process coordinated by ANU Crawford 

School of Public Policy. Candidates are required to submit an application form along with their resume, a short 

piece of policy-focused writing, university academic transcripts, and details for two academic referees. 

Selection will be based upon the following criteria: 

 Academic history and performance; 

 Personal motivation; 

 Involvement in university and community activities; 

 Relevance and importance of proposed research topic; and 

 Background in international relations 

CRFP Fellows serve as ambassadors for Australia and The Australian National University while in the United 

States. If your application is shortlisted, you will be expected to attend an interview in Canberra on Friday, 13 

October 2017 (or via skype for interstate applicants). 

 

Program requirements 

Successful CRFP applicants will be enrolled in an ANU six-unit postgraduate academic course during their 

placement. 

Under this course, they will be required to: 

 Attend pre-departure briefings in Canberra; 

 Participate in regular meetings with the ANU program supervisor in Washington DC; 

 Attend particular Australian Embassy functions; 

 Write an article about their research topic; 

 Submit a formal report on their experience to ANU and the American Australian Association within 

one month of returning to Australia; and 

 Submit a 4,000 word research paper on an agreed upon research topic within two months of the 

completion of their placement. 

 Participate in print and online marketing activities as requested. 

 

Indicative assessment: 

 Major paper 60% 

 Formal report 15% 

 Feedback from Senate 10% 

 Feedback from NALO 5% 

 Online article 10% 
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Program timing and duration 

Due to the restricted timing and partnership arrangements, it is not possible to negotiate different dates or 

vary the duration of the CRFP. All successful applicants must confirm that they can participate on these terms 

at the time of application and acceptance. 

Interviews will be held for shortlisted candidates on Friday, 13 October 2017. Interviews may be conducted in 

person in Canberra or via skype. No funds are available to assist with travel to Canberra to attend interview 

and shortlisted candidates must be available on this date. 

 

Funding arrangements 

The Australian National University and the American Australian Association will cover the cost of return 

economy-class international flights, accommodation in Washington DC and US J-1 visa application costs. Virgin 

Australia will provide return economy-class domestic airfares (Canberra to Sydney). 

All other costs, including living expenses and other travel within the United States, will be covered by the 

Fellow. Applicants are also expected to cover their own expenses related to the application and selection 

process, including interview logistics and travel to Canberra for pre-departure meetings. 

 

How do I apply? 

Applications are to be submitted electronically as a single Adobe Acrobat PDF file (including the Application 

form and requested attachments) in an e-mail addressed to crawford.fellowships@anu.edu.au  

All applications must be received by 9am, Monday, 9 October 2017.  

 

Further information 

Ms Cecily Stewart 

Manager, National Recruitment and Development 

Crawford School of Public Policy 

ANU College of Asia and the Pacific 

The Australian National University 

e: crawford.fellowships@anu.edu.au  

w: https://crawford.anu.edu.au/study/intern-fellow-programs/us-congressional-research-fellowship-program  

 

While The Australian National University (ANU) has used all reasonable endeavours to ensure the information contained in this flyer is as 

accurate as possible at the time of publication, the ANU reserves the right to vary the material or information contained in this publication 

or any associated linked sites at any time without notice(s). 
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