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Course Rationale 
 
 
It is often said that Western political ideas and institutions don’t suit the vales and circumstances of 
the Pacific Islands.  Outside commentary often refers to the weakness, failure, corruption or absence 
of political institutions, and invokes ideas about ‘the state’ and ‘democracy’. Insiders point to the 
strength and resilience of indigenous values and everyday life, and turn to ideas about ‘culture’ and 
‘identity’. This course looks at these arguments  in terms of politics and policy. 
 
Much recent policy debate about the Pacific has been about institutions, such as parliaments or 
property rights. It has been preoccupied with issues of development. This course deliberately takes 
a different approach, and focusses instead on a few ideas, issues, concrete events and policies. 
 
Ideas are invoked by participants in events, leaders and spokespeople, local commentators, and 
academics. These ideas may be embodied in institutions, traditional and introduced eg democracy 
in a legislature, culture in a council of chiefs, identity in citizenship. They are often called into 
question, and discussion as ‘issues’, by particular violent or dramatic events such as riots or coups 
d’etat. Why chose such events? They are well documented, and underlying ideas become become 
issues publicly debated. They also show limits of ‘politics’, before it slides into violence/internal 
warfare. 
 
These ideas are also invoked and embodied in policies such as reform of the electoral system,  
public sector reform, and the promotion of culture. 
 
Politics is a complex contested word, with several meanings, often used in a pejorative way (‘that’s 
just politics’) and as something to be avoided. The introductory readings set out the concept of 
politics that underlies this course: a process that involves mutual recognition of diffent interests and 
values that are in some ways irreconcilable, but have to be lived with and managed, short of civil 
war. This approach is particularly relevant to the often- divided societies in the Pacific. 
 
These course draws on the Australian National University’s unique resources in research and policy 
advice on the region. 
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Course structure 

 
The first part of the course involves reading and preparation for the short paper each student will 
have to present to the first day of the second, intensive, section of the course. It involves an 
introductory session  on Monday 28th July, 2-3pm, then one 2 hr tutorial per fortnight on times to be 
agreed. 
 
The second intensive part of the course takes the form of a series of daily workshops rather than 
lectures.  These considers the usefulness, or not, of these ideas to understanding recent events in the 
region. Do the ideas help or fail to illuminate the events, their causes and consequences?  What do 
they fail to grasp? What do the events show about the limits of the ideas, alternatives to them, and 
how they might be adapted to make policies or institutions work better?  Why do particular people 
promote particular ideas?  What other ideas are relevant, and how do they relate to the three we are 
considering? 
 
Workshops with guest speakers and visitors will consider ways in which these ideas are put into 
practice by governments and the aid donors who are influential in the region  through policies such 
as electoral reform, state-building, the promotion of culture and identity. These sessions aim  to 
draw out some practical conclusions, for national governments, non-government actors, and 
regional and international organisations (AusAID, the Forum, Asian Development Bank etc). For 
example what do ideas about democracy, the state culture and identity suggest about how policies 
and institutions might be reformed?  Whereas the first week looks closely at events in Solomon 
Islands, Fiji and Tonga,  the second week ranges more widely throughout the region (including 
PNG). 
  
There will also be the opportunity to participate in several regional videoconferences being running 
by the Global Development Learning Network on the theme of ‘Corruption in the Pacific Islands’. 
The idea of corruption could well be subject to the same kind of analysis as we are giving 
democracy, the state and culture in this course. 
 
The third part of the course involves students writing a long essay, with 1:1 advice available from 
the lecturer and tutor, addressing one or other of the issues raised in the course. 
 
 

Approach to Learning 
 
The intensive sessions are called  ‘workshops’,  to suggest that they depend on the active 
participation of students, and are leading towards the essay that each student must write.  Students 
are expected to read in advance,  introduce and lead discussions, and to write up reports on them 
(and are assessed on this). Students are also expected to make comments and suggestions on each 
others’ work. 
 
The lecturer is expected to design the course, help frame and identify the conceptual and practical 
issues, point students to ideas and resources that may be helpul for their projects, coordinate the 
visitors, and assess the results.The  tutor is expected to help students with reading, additional 
resources, preparing presentations and writing essays. 
 
Visting speakers are expected to set out their own (or their government’s) perspectives on the ideas 
issues or policies being considered in the course, and discuss them with the students. 
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Core readings 

 
On politics 
 
Ranney, Austin. (1993). Governing: An Introduction to Political Science (Sixth Edition). 

Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall. Chapter 2: Politics in Human Life (pp. 24-46). 

Crick, Bernard. (2004). Politics as a Form of Rule: Politics Citizenship and Democracy. In 
Leftwich, Adrian (Ed), What is Politics? The Activity and its Study (pp. 67-85). Cambridge: 
Polity Press. 

Connolly, William. (1993). The Terms of Political Discourse (Third Edition). Oxford: Blackwell. 
Chapter 1: Essentially Contested Concepts in Politics (pp. 9-44). 

 
On the region 
 
Sahlins, Marshall. (1963). Poor Man, Rich Man, Big Man, Chief: Political Types in Melanesia and 

Polynesia. Comparative Studies in Society and History 5: 283-303. 

 
On the ideas 
 
Stoker, Gerry. (2006). Why Politics Matters: Making Democracy Work. Houndmills: Palgrave 

Macmillan. Chapter 1: The Triumph of Democracy? (pp. 19-31). 

Migdal, Joel. (2001). State in Society: Studying How States and Societies Transform and Constitute 
One Another. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Chapter 5: Why Do So Many States 
Stay Intact? (pp. 135-169). 

Ross, Marc Howard. (2000). Culture and Identity in Comparative Political Analysis. In Crothers, 
Lane and Lockhart, Charles (Eds.), Culture and Politics: A Reader (pp. 39-70). New York: 
St Martin’s Press. 

 
On the policies 
 

Horowitz, Donald. (1997). Encouraging Electoral Accommodation in Divided Societies. In Lal, Brij 
and Larmour, Peter (Eds.), Electoral Systems in Divided Societies: the Fiji Constitution 
Review (pp. 21-38). Canberra: SSGM and International IDEA. 

Fukuyama., Francis. (2004). The Imperative of State building. Journal of Democracy 15 (2): 17-31. 

Huffer, E., (2007) Regionalism and Cultural Identity: Putting the Pacific back into the plan’ in S. 
Firth, ed Globalisation and Governance in the Pacific Islands State, Society and 
Governance in Melanesia Studies in State and Society in the Pacific, No. 1 
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Additional electronic readings  in pdf or word file on WebCT 

 
On recent politics in the region 
 
Firth, Stewart. (2007). The Politics of the Pacific Islands, Mid-2007. 

 
On ideas of democracy, the state and culture 
 
Lawson, Stephanie. (1996). Tradition Versus Democracy in the South Pacific: Fiji, Tonga and 

Western Samoa. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Chapter 1: Tradition and 
Democracy (pp. 10-35). 

Dinnen, S., in press The Solomon Islands Intervention and the Instabilities of the Post-Colonial 
State in Global Change, Peace and Security  

 
Mamdani, Mahmood. (2004). Race and Ethnicity as Political Identities in the African Context. In 

Tazi, Nadia (Ed.), Keywords: Identity (pp. 1-23). New Delhi: Sage Indi/Vistaar. 

 
 
On  the events in Solomon Islands, Fiji and Tonga 
 
Kabutaulaka, Tarcisius. (2008). Westminster meets Solomons in the Honiara Riots. In Dinnen, 

Sinclair and Firth, Stewart. (Eds.), Politics and State Building in Solomon Islands (96-118). 
ANU e-press and Asia-Pacific Press. 

 
Lal, B., (2007) ''Anxiety, uncertainty, and fear in our land': Fiji's road to military coup, 2006', The 

Round Table, 96:389, 135 — 153 
 
Fraenkel, J., (2007) ‘Addendum: the Fiji Coup of 2006: Who, what, Where and Why’ in J Fraenkel 

and Stewart Fith eds From election to coup in Fiji : the 2006 campaign and its aftermath. 
Canberra: ANU E Press 

 
Leslie, H (2007) ‘Tonga’ The Contemporary Pacific 19(1): 262- 275 
 
 
On policy towards democracy, state building and promotion of culture and identity 
 
Policy Towards Democracy 
 
Teaiwa, Teresia and Koloamatangi, Malakai. (2006). Democracy and Its Prospects in the Pacific. In 

Powles, Michael (Ed.), Pacific Futures (20-35). Canberra: Pandanus Books. 
 
Ketan J. (2007) ‘The Use and Abuse of Electoral Development Funds and their impact on Electoral 

Politics and government in PNG’ CDI Papers in Political Governance  
 
 
 
 
Policy Towards State Building 
Crawford School of Economics and Government  
http://www.crawford.anu.edu.au 
 
CRICOS Provider Number 00120C 

5



 

Crawford School of Economics and Government  

 
Kavanamur, David and Robins, Gavin. (2007). Final Report of the Review of the PNG Public 

Sector Reform Programme, June 2007. 
 
Knapman, Bruce and Saldanha, Cedric. (1999). Reforms in the Pacific: An Assessment of the Asian 

Development Bank’s Assistance for Reform Programs in the Pacific. Manila: Asian 
Development Bank. Chapter 8: Lessons Learned (pp. 169-176). 

 
 
Policy Towards Culture and Identity 
 
Wanek, Alexander. (1996). The State and Its Enemies in Papua New Guinea. Surrey: Curzon Press. 

Chapter 12: Culture as a Political Tool: Kastam (pp. 111-133) 
 
Teaiwa, K., 2007  On sinking, swimming, floating, flying and dancing:the potential of cultural 

industries in the Pacific Islands Pacific Economic Bulletin 22(2): 140-150 
 
Foster, Robert. (2002). Materializing the Nation: Commodities, Consumption, and Media in Papua 

New Guinea. Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press. Chapter 1: Take Care 
of Public Telephones: Moral Education and Nation-State Formation (pp. 25-35). 

 
Sissons, Jeffrey. (1999). Nation and Destination: Creating Cook Islands Identity. Suva: IPS Press. 

Chapter 6: Nation/Destination (pp.97-119). 
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Other Easily Available Resources 

 
S. Firth ed 2007 Globalisation and Governance in the Pacific Islands State, Society and 

Governance in Melanesia. Studies in State and Society in the Pacific, No. 1. Canberra 
 ANU E Press  

http://epress.anu.edu.au/globalgov_citation.html 
 
Larmour, P 2005 Foreign Flowers: Institutional Transfer and Good Governance in the Pacific 
Islands. Hawaii: University of Hawaii Press 
 In bookshop 
 On 2 hr reserve in library 
 
Hooper, A., ed 2005 Culture and Sustainable Development in the Pacific 
 ANU E Press 
 
Sources of working papers and other relevant publications at the ANU: 
 
Pacific Studies website http://asianstudies.anu.edu.au/Pacific_Studies 
Pacific Centre website http://rspas.anu.edu.au/tpc/ 
State Society and Governance in Melanesia website http://rspas.anu.edu.au/melanesia/ 
Pacific Policy Project website http://www.crawford.anu.edu.au/research_units/pacific_new.php 
Centre for Democratic Institutions website  http://www.cdi.anu.edu.au/ 
 
Pacific Studies Journals available electronically from the Library,  particularly  
 

The Contemporary Pacific 
Pacific Studies 
Pacific Affairs 
Pacific Economic Bulletin 
Journal of Pacific History 

 
Regional monthly and daily newspapers, particularly 
 
 Islands Business 
 Pacific Magazine 
 
Websites of national governments, international and regional organisations, and aid donors, and 
independent commentators such as 

 
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/research/researchreport.cfm?Type=PubRGov&FromSection=Research 
http://www.undp.org.fj/index.cfm?si=main.resources&cmd=forumview&uid=publications 
http://www.forumsec.org.fj/pages.cfm/documents/ 
www.adb.org/Documents/Books/Governance-in-the-Pacific/default.asp 
http://pidp.eastwestcenter.org/pireport/ 
Tutuvatu.com 
Voiceofmelanesia.com 
Fijilive.com 
www.planet-tonga.com 
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Course Schedule 
 

Preliminary Sessions 
Sir Roland Wilson  Building Short Course room 2/3 

 
Monday 28 July  

2-3 pm  
July-Sept 

Introduction to course, 
assignments assessment and using 

turnitin 
 

4X 2 hour tutorials on preliminary reading  
(Ashwin) 

 
Intensive Sessions 

Sir Roland Wilson Building Short Course room 2/3 
 

Monday 29 
Sept 

Tuesday 30 
Sept 

Wednesday 1 
Oct 

Thursday 2 
Oct 

Friday 3 Oct Saturday 
4 Oct 

Sunday 
5 Oct 

 
Reading and 
preparation 

 
Reading and 
Preparation 

Video 
Conference  
11.00-13.00 
On corruption 
in the Pacific 

 
Reading and 
Preparation 

 
Reading, 
proposal 
writing 

  

1300- 1700 
What is 
Politics 
 
Politics in the 
Pacific 
 

1300- 1700 
Idea: 
Democracy 
 
Case: 
Fiji 

1300- 1700 
Idea: The 
State  
 
Case: 
Solomon Is  

1300- 1700 
Idea: Culture 
and Identity 
 
Case: 
Tonga 

1300- 1700 
Combined 
Issues and 
Ideas 
Student 
essay 
proposals 

  

 
 
Monday 6 Oct Tuesday 7 Oct Wednesday 8 Oct Thursday 9 Oct Friday 10 Oct 

 
Labour Day 
 
 

Reading and 
Preparation 

Video Conference 
11.00-13.00 
Video conference 
on Corruption in 
the Pacific 

Reading and 
Preparation 

Fiji Independence 
Day 
 

(no classes) 
 
 
 
 

1300- 1700 
Policy: 
Improving 
democracy 

1300- 1700 
Policy: 
State Building 

1300- 1700 
Policy: 
Promoting 
Culture and 
Identity 

 

 
Follow-up 

 
10- 31 October 

1: 1 tutorials on student essays  
Ashwin 

Submission of essay via turnitin 
31 October 
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Summary of Assessment 
 
1. Short paper on core reading and your reactions to it – due 5pm Friday 26, submitted 
via turnitin. 20%  (1,000- 1,500 words). This is the ‘ticket of entry’ to the intensive 
sessions, and should try to answer these questions, drawing on your own experience as 
well as the core readings, and other things you have read: 
 

What is politics?  What experience to you have of it? What does it mean to you? 
Why do you think it mightly be conducted similarly or differently in the Pacific 
Islands, compared with Australia? 

 
2. Review, presentation and report of student discussion on one of the events in relation 
to one of the ideas (eg the 2006 coup in Fiji and the state). 1,000 words 20% 
 
 

Ideas 
Events/Issues 

Democracy The State Culture and 
Identity 

2006 Honiara riots 
 

   

2006 coup in Fiji 
 

   

2006 riots in Tonga 
 

   

 
Due when idea or event are first discussed, written up by Friday 3 October 1 
 
 
3. Review presentation and report on discussion of one of the policies in relation to one  
other of the ideas, eg state building in relation to culture and identity. 1,000 words 20% 
 
Policies Democracy The State Culture and 

Identity 
Improving Democracy 
 

   

State Building 
 
 

   

Promoting Culture 
and Identity 
 

   

 
Due when the policies is first discussed, written up by Thursday 9 October 
 
4. Essay on the the ideas or their policy implications in the region. 2,000 words40% 
 Topics to be proposed by students subject to lecturer’s approval 
 Due 31 October, submitted via turnitin 
 1:1 advice available from tutor after intensive sessions finish 
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Learning Outcomes 

 
After successfully completing this course you will be able to clearly and 
confidently: 
 

1. better understand the politics of particular dramatic events in the region; 
2. better understand ideas such as democracy, the state, culture and 

identity, and the different ways they are used in the region; 
3. better understand how these ideas are reflected in policy; 
4. actively participate with others in discussions of politics in the region; 
5. identity sources of information about Pacific politics 

 
 

Submission of Written Work 
 
 
Written work need to be submitted through the www.turnitin.com site (hotlinked 
from the course WebCT site), and all work is screened using Turnitin’s 
Originality Reports. Students are able to view the reports on their drafts before 
final submission..  
 
            

  
 
     Course ID: 2308956 
     Password: Pasifika 
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Grades 
 
The following descriptors are used as a guide to determination of grades. 
Designated 
Grade 

Verbal  
Description 

High 
Distinction 
(HD)  
80+ 

Exceptional performance indicating complete and comprehensive 
understanding of the subject matter; genuine mastery of relevant 
skills; demonstration of an extremely high level of interpretative 
and analytical ability and intellectual initiative; and achievement of 
all major and minor objectives of the subject. 
 

Distinction 
(D) 
70-79 

Excellent performance indicating a very high level of 
understanding of the subject matter; development of relevant skills 
to a very high level; demonstration of a very high level of 
interpretive and analytical ability and intellectual initiative; and 
achievement of all major and minor objectives of the subject.  
 

Credit  
(C) 
60-69 

Good performance indicating a high level of understanding of 
subject matter; development of relevant skills to a high level; 
demonstration of a high level of interpretive and analytical ability 
and achievement of all major objectives of the subject; some minor 
objectives not fully achieved. 
 

Pass  
(P) 
50-59 

Satisfactory performance indicating an adequate understanding of 
most of the basic subject matter; partial development of relevant 
skills; adequate interpretive and analytical ability and achievement 
of all major objectives of the subject; failure to achieve some minor 
objectives 
 

Fail  
(N) 
49 and 
below 

Unsatisfactory performance indicating an inadequate 
understanding of the basic subject matter; failure to develop 
relevant skills; insufficient evidence of interpretive and analytical 
ability; and failure to achieve major and minor objectives of the 
subject. 

 
 

Policy on extensions and late submissions 
 
Extensions can only be given by Peter Larmour before the due date. 
Presentation of a certificate from a medical practitioner or from the ANU 
Counselling Centre is required. Part-time students requesting extensions due to 
pressure of work need to provide email and phone contact details for their work 
supervisor. Requests for extensions must be made before the due date of 
submission. Late submission, without approved extension, will incur a penalty of 
5% a day. 
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Referencing requirements 
 
Students are required to reference all words/ideas and opinions of others, using the 
Harvard in-text referencing style.  
 
Descriptions of this referencing style can be found at: 

  Style manual for authors, editors and printers. 6th ed. 2002, John Wiley & Sons, 
Milton, Qld. (popularly known as the AGPS  Style Manual) 

 
Please note the change in the Style Guide in January 2006. Students who began their 
studies prior to this can, if preferred,  use the previous APSEG Style Guide, which is also 
that in 

Bartlett, A., Holzknecht, S. and Cumming Thom, A., 1999. To Hit the Ground Running: 
preparing students for graduate study 

 
 

Student responsibilities 
 

Student feedback on and formal evaluation of the course 
 
All courses will be evaluated by the University’s Centre for Educational Development and 
Academic Methods (CEDAM). 
 

Enrolment 
 
It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that they are correctly enrolled in each subject 
and that the subjects are correct for their course of study. Students should confirm their 
subject enrolment details online. 
 

Attendance 
 
As the course depends on student presentations and discussion regular attendance at the 
tutorials and intensive workshops is expected. 
 

Email 
 
All information updates from the program and the School, and most University 
communication is made through email using the ANU student email address, which is 
studentnumber@anu.edu.au (eg u1234567@anu.edu.au). If you wish to forward your ANU 
email to another address please go to https://olams.anu.edu.au/ 
 
Announcements made through email are deemed to be made to the whole course. 
 

Academic Honesty 
 
 
The following is an extract from the ANU’s Code of Practice for Student Academic 
Honesty, which can be found at 
http://info.anu.edu.au/policies/Codes_Of_Practice/Students/Other/Academic_Honesty.asp 
Students should all make themselves aware of the Code. 
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Any work by a student of the Australian National University must be work: 

  That is original 
  That is produced for the purposes of a particular assessment task 
  That gives appropriate acknowledgement of the ideas, scholarship and intellectual 

property of others insofar as these have been used. 
 
It is the responsibility of each individual student to ensure that: 

  they are familiar with the expectations for academic honesty both in general, and in 
the specific context of particular disciplines or courses  

  work submitted for assessment is genuine and original  
  appropriate acknowledgement and citation is given to the work of others  
  they declare their understanding of and compliance with the principles of academic 

honesty on appropriate proformas and cover sheets as required by the academic 
area, or by a statement prefacing or attached to a thesis  

  they do not knowingly assist other students in academically dishonest practice.  
 
 
All breaches, careless or deliberate, are addressed. Careless breaches are addressed  
through academic penalties, such as deduction of marks and resubmission. Deliberate 
breaches are subject to action under the Discipline Rules of the ANU 
(http://www.anu.edu.au/cabs/rules/discipline.html).  
 
Penalties for a deliberate breach may include failing the piece of work involved, failing the 
course, or having candidature terminated. 
 
 

Authority of this course outline 
 
 
The information given in this course outline is not normally subject to change. However, if 
there is a need for any change to the information in this document, it will be made by the 
lecturer only if the agreement of staff and a majority of students has been obtained; and if 
written advice of the change is then forwarded to each student either to their student email 
address or in workshop and via WebCT. 
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