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SEMINARS OF INTEREST 
 
Monday 7 June 2004  
3.30pm - 5.00pm, Seminar Room C, Coombs Building 
Kersty Hobson 
Research Fellow, Department of Human Geography 
 
Environmental Governance and the Green Volunteer Network in Singapore: Is a ‘Performative 
Style of Systems Framework’ Useful? 
Pilot research in Singapore earlier this year examined the practices of one environmental NGO, 
called the Green Volunteer Network (GVN). Through its use of education and volunteerism to 
promote pro-environmental actions, the GVN appears as operating ‘within’ the Singaporean 
government’s far-reaching practices of governance. However, detailed consideration of how the 
GVN operates on a day-to-day basis suggests that members are citing and subtly re-interpreting 
government-sanctioned environmental discourses, locating and developing their ambiguities and 
thus creating new sets of environmental practices that neither challenge nor converge with those 
of the government. Current theories applied to NGOs in Singapore, such as ‘civil society’, are not 
helpful in analysing the significance of these findings, whereas ideas of ‘performativity’, such as 
Rose’s framework of a ‘performative style of systems’ offer one possible fruitful avenue for further 
analysis. 
 
 
FORTHCOMING WORKSHOPS/CONFERENCES 
 
International Development Studies Conference "4th DevNet  
Conference: Development on the Edge".  
For regular updates please visit the Conference website:  
http://www.cce.auckland.ac.nz/conferences/index.cfm?S=CCE_IDSC 
 
 
PIT WOMEN & OTHERS: WOMEN MINERS IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION  
Presented by the National Institute of Social Science & Law, National  
Institute for Asia & the Pacific, and Resource Management in Asia-Pacific  
Program  
A ONE-DAY WORKSHOP on Gender & Labour in the Mining Sector  
Friday, 2 July 2004, 9.00am-5.00pm  
Old Canberra House, Liversidge, ANU  
This workshop draws attention to the gendered nature of mining work  
through an examination of the lives of 'pit women' and other female  
mineworkers, their resistances, representations of them, and the impacts  
of globalisation and new technology on women mineworkers. General  
perceptions of mining as a 'masculine' industry hide the fact that women  
are, and have always been, a very important part of its workforce. Women's  
work in the mines in Asian and Pacific countries offers a problematic in  
the ways gender is constructed, lived, inscribed, and contested in the  
mines.  
Registration is free. Lunch and refreshments provided.  
For more information, and to register your interest in attending, please  
contact Dr Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt: E: kuntala@coombs.anu.edu.au or T: 0409  
158 145 
 
 



TEXT ONLINE 
 
Suyanto, S., G. Applegate, R. P. Permana, N. Khususiyah, and I. Kurniawan. 2004. The role of 
fire in changing land use and livelihoods in Riau-Sumatra. Ecology and Society 9(1): 15. 
http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol9/iss1/art15 
Abstract: 
Results from remote sensing analysis, participatory mapping, socio-economic interviews, and 
hotspot information that were analyzed in a geographic information system (GIS) show how fire 
has changed the landscape through its use in land preparation for oil palm and timber plantations 
and in the development of transmigration settlements. These timber and oil palm plantations have 
greatly altered the livelihood options of the communities, and have created conflict between 
communities and companies over land-use allocation and tenure. In many cases, conflict over 
tenure has been the motive for forest and land fires during the annual dry season. The study 
suggests that, where partnerships between communities and companies were established to 
develop oil palm and timber plantations that included a greater sharing of benefits and use of 
land, the incidence of fires designed to damage the planted resource was greatly reduced.  
KEY WORDS: Forest fire, Indonesia, Land fire, Oil palm plantation, Partnership, Sumatra, Tenure 
conflict, Timber plantation. 
 
Chivian, E. (ed.), 2002. Biodiversity: Its Importance to Human Health,  
Interim Executive Summary. Cambridge (MA): Center for Health and Global  
Environment, Harvard Medical School. Available from:  
http://www.med.harvard.edu/chge/resources.html 
 
*** The Association Sustainabledevelopment-reports.org  
Sustainabledevelopment-reports.org is a French, non-profit-making  
association committed to providing an easy and free access to the  
sustainable development documents, publications, experiences from firms  
and Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs). The association aims to be a  
link between the different sustainable development stakeholders but does  
not pursue any partisan goal. See  
http://www.sustainabledevelopment-reports.org/en/index.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


