
 

Pacific Migration
Workshop
4 September 2024 
Canberra, Australia

Call for Papers

The Development Policy Centre’s 2024 Pacific
Migration Workshop, organised in partnership
with the 2024 State of the Pacific Conference
and the ANU Migration Hub Update, is an
important forum for discussion of Pacific
migration issues and their economic, social,
political, and environmental dimensions.
 
This year’s theme is Expanding Opportunities for
Pacific Migration.
 
We invite abstracts and panels from
policymakers, practitioners and academics on
topics that broadly address this theme. 
 
Potential topics include (but are not limited to):

Pacific labour mobility
Permanent migration pathways,

settlement and employment
Migration and development
Gender and migration
Migration and environment
Human rights and migration
Migration governance Contact

Submit abstracts by May 31 with email
subject Pacific Migration Workshop
E: devpolicy@anu.edu.au

facebook.com
linked.com
twitter.com
instagram.handle
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The idea that institutions are the fundamental 
determinant of economic growth and development 
has been mainstream since the 1990s. A variety 
of institutional theories have been developed, but 
there has been little independent testing of them 
against country case studies. 

This paper provides such a test by developing a 
political economy model to explain growth and 
development outcomes in Papua New Guinea and 
comparing it to the major institutional (grand) 
theories of growth. These theories are grouped 
into two types, one stressing the importance of the 
nature of politics (a la Acemoglu and Robinson) for 
development and one the importance of violence (a 
la North, Wallis and Weingast). 

I argue that in PNG both the nature of its politics 
and problems relating to violence are important 
for understanding growth, and that one cannot be 
reduced to the other. In particular, I argue that PNG 
is in a “hyperpolitical, insecurity trap”. I use the 
PNG case to argue that grand growth theories are 
not useful, making the case instead that we should 
focus on country-specific models. 

The political economy of Papua New Guinea: 
grand growth theory meets a case study
Friday 5 September 
12:30 - 1:30pm Port Moresby / Canberra

Speaker
Stephen Howes
Director, Development Policy Centre, ANU
 
Locations 
1. MBA Suite (SBPP building, UPNG)  
2. Seminar room 1 (WEH Stanner, ANU)  
3. Online via Zoom 

Register 
events.devpolicy.org/20250905

Contact 
E:  devpolicy@anu.edu.au

The monthly ANU-UPNG seminar series is part of  
the partnership between the ANU Crawford School  
of Public Policy and the UPNG, supported by the  
PNG-Aus Partnership.
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