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Abstract
Since the 1980s, no significant negative relationship exists in sub-Saharan Africa 
between adult mortality and urbanization. In the rest of the world, the relationship 
between adult mortality and urbanization is significantly negative. High prevalence of HIV 
likely explains the absence of a significant negative relationship between adult mortality 
and urbanization in sub-Saharan Africa. HIV can spread more rapidly in the city than in 
the countryside because the costs of finding multiple sexual partners are lower in the city 
than in the countryside. During the 1960s and 1970s, i.e. prior to the HIV pandemic, 
adult mortality and urbanization are significantly negatively correlated in sub-Saharan 
Africa.
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The Centre for Applied Macroeconomic Analysis in the Crawford School of Public Policy has been 
established to build strong links between professional macroeconomists. It provides a forum for quality 
macroeconomic research and discussion of policy issues between academia, government and the private 
sector.
The Crawford School of Public Policy is the Australian National University’s public policy school, 
serving and influencing Australia, Asia and the Pacific through advanced policy research, graduate and 
executive education, and policy impact.
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