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CEPR Europe-Asia Initiative

The global economic landscape is undergoing profound transformation. Geopolitical
realignments, climate change, digitalisation and financial integration are reshaping the world
order. Europe and Asia, two regions that together represent the largest share of global output,
trade and population, face many shared policy challenges and opportunities.

While both Europe and Asia have strong research communities, collaboration between them
remains underdeveloped. CEPR, through its established platform for policy dialogue and
rigorous economic research, is ideally positioned to bridge this gap. This initiative will promote
joint research, regular exchanges and collaborative policy work between economists in the
two regions.

Form and Structure

CEPR has previously established Research and Policy Networks (RPNs) to bring together
communities of researchers around topics of high policy relevance. While the Europe-Asia
Initiative will draw on elements of the RPN structure, it is not currently conceived as a
standard RPN. Rather, it is a regional initiative designed to strengthen engagement and
collaboration between CEPR and Asia-based researchers and institutions.

The core objective of the CEPR Europe-Asia Initiative is to deepen the integration of Asia-
based Research Fellows, Affiliates and member institutions into the wider CEPR community,
fostering two-way exchange and collaboration and amplifying their engagement across CEPR’s
research and policy activities.

The Europe-Asia Initiative will operate as a collaboration within the CEPR framework:

e |t may convene researchers and policymakers through conferences, workshops and
policy symposia.

e It may produce policy-relevant research outputs, CEPR policy briefs, VoxEU columns
and eBooks, addressing key areas of shared interest.

e The CEPR office will support the initiative’s activities, communication and event
management.

e The cost of events will have to be carried by the local organiser.

Activities

The Initiative will focus initially on a series of conferences and workshops:



e Annual TRIO Conference (Tokyo, jointly sponsored by the National Bureau of Economic
Research — NBER, the Tokyo Center for Economic Research — TCER and CEPR; well
established and ongoing)

e Annual Tsinghua Conference (Beijing, 22-23 October 2026)

e CEPR-RIETI Symposium (conference alternating between Europe and Japan)

e CEPR-FISF Joint Conference, Fudan (first conference planned on 25 May 2026)

e CEPR-HKIMR Joint Conference (second workshop, 20 April 2026)

e CEPR Paris Symposium (annual in December, with a dedicated session for the Initiative)

Governance and Steering Committee

The Initiative will be led by a Steering Committee representing CEPR and key partner
institutions in East Asia.

Steering Committee Members

The Committee will define the strategic direction, approve thematic areas and oversee
research activities.

Chong-En Bai (Tsinghua University) — Co-Lead
e Beatrice Weder di Mauro (Geneva Graduate Institute and President, CEPR) — Co-Lead

e Patrick Bolton (Columbia Business School, Imperial Business School and CEPR)
e Yiping Huang (Peking University)

e Héléne Rey (London Business School and CEPR)

e Kenichi Ueda (University of Tokyo and CEPR)



