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Indonesia Update 2026: Islamic Diversity in Indonesia

Convenors: Eva Nisa (ANU) and Julian Millie (Monash University)

9.00-9.10 am Opening Address
+  Gordon de Brouwer (Chancellor, ANU)
9.10-10.25am Political Update

+ Navhat Nuraniyah (Macquarie University)
+ Discussant: Dirk Tomsa (La Trobe University)
+ Chair: Marcus Mietzner (ANU)

10.25-10.45 am

Tea Break

10.45am-12.00 pm

Economic Update

+ Jenny Gordon (ANU) and Firman Witoelar (ANU)
+ Discussant: Dyah Pritadrajati (Lowy Institute)
+ Chair: Ray Marcelo (Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade)

12.00-1.00 pm Lunch
1.00-1.50 pm Session 1: Keynote 1
+ Greg Fealy (ANU), How Islamic is Indonesia?
+  Chair: Nurina Merdikawati (ANU)
1.50-2.50 pm Session 2: Embracing Difference
+ Fatimah Husein (UIN Sunan Kalijaga Yogyakarta), From Sufi Lineages to “Habib
Palsu”: Recent Dynamics of Ba Alawi in Indonesia
+ Ismatu Ropi (UIN Syarif Hidayatullah Jakarta) and Farid F. Saenong (Universitas
Islam Internasional Indonesia) (co-presenting), Religious Freedom and State
Management of Religion in Indonesia under the Prabowo’s Administration
+  Chair: thc
2.50-3.10 pm Tea Break
3.10-4.10 pm Session 3: Insisting on Difference
+ Rezaldria (UIN Ar-Raniry Banda Aceh), Shari‘atization and Its Discontents:
Negotiating Moralityand Development in Aceh
+ Rabiatul Adawiah (Sekolah Tinggi Agama Islam Negeri -STAIN Majene and
Monash University), Humour, Power, and Tolerance in Online Interfaith Dialogue
+  Chair: thc
410-5.10 pm Session 4: Regulating Difference

+ AtunWardatun (Universitas Islam Negeri Mataram), Islam, Adat, and the State in
Muslim Family Law:Legal Pluralism in Eastern Indonesia

+ Zainal Bagir (Universitas Gadjah Mada), Recent Shifts in Indonesian Governance of
Religion and Their Implications for Kepercayaan Communities

+ Chair: Sana Jaffrey (ANU)
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Indonesia Update 2026: Islamic Diversity in Indonesia

Convenors: Eva Nisa (ANU) and Julian Millie (Monash University)

9.00-10.30 am

Session 5: Institutions

+ Sutan Emir Hidayat (KNEKS and Universitas Gunadarma), The Indonesian Path of
Islamic Economy and Finance Development: Inclusive Ecosystem Governance in a
Plural Society

+ Sally White (ANU), Muslim women'’s political representation in the democratic era

+ Nadirsyah Hosen (University of Melbourne) and Wahyuddin Halim (UIN
Alauddin Makassar) (co-presenting), Negotiating Diversity: Ideological Flexibility
and Organisational Survival in NU and Muhammadiyah

+  Chair: thc

10.30-10.50 am

Tea Break

10.50 am-12.20 pm

Session 6: Mediating Difference
+ Andina Dwifatma (Universitas Katolik Indonesia Atma Jaya), What tolerance means
for young Muslim web series communities in Indonesia

« Abdurrosyid (UIN Syarif Hidayatullah Jakarta), Resistance to English Language
Teaching in Indonesian Islamic Education

+ Sherly Annavita (Indonesian youth commentator, public speaker and digital
communicator), When Diversity Becomes Content: Indonesian Muslim Youth, Social
Media, and the Gap Between Exposure and Encounter

+  Chair: Rini Astuti (ANU)

12.20-1.05 pm Session 7: Keynote 2
+ Alwi Shihab (Indonesian Minister of Foreign Affairs 1999-2001, Coordinating
Minister for People's Welfare 2004-2005)
+ Chair: Kathy Robinson (ANU)
1.05-1.10 pm 2027 Conference Preview
1.10-1.15 pm Concluding Remarks

The Indonesia Update is the largest annual conference on Indonesian society outside Indonesia and dates back to 1983.
Held each September, it is organised by the ANU Indonesia Project in collaboration with the ANU Department of Political
and Social Change. This year marks the 43rd annual Indonesia Update conference. The 2026 Indonesia Update is
supported by the ANU Indonesia Institute and the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT). This year's
Indonesia Update is included in the 2026 IMMERSIA festival, bringing languages, traditions and contemporary voices from
across Asia and the Pacific to the ANU Community, hosted by the ANU School of Culture, History & Language.

All times are represented in AEDT. This program is subject change.
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