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unintended adverse consequences unpleasant surprises 

IMPERFECT SOLUTIONS 

- increased political risk 

- danger of politics trumping good policy 

- risk of poor governance 
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What could or should universities do  

to support  

strong democratic governance  

and effective public policy? 
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Kulla’s Ripple by Tim Spellman 
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Overcome fragmentation… in 

existing approaches to complexity 
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Link research communities … 3 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Communities 

System Dynamics Communities 

Implementation Science 

Communities 
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Fragmented research 

communities  

= 

Fragmented resources 
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Organise repositories… 

Undocumented 

evidence and 

experience 
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Points of leverage…  

1. Capture knowledge developed by 

politicians and public servants 

2. Link currently fragmented knowledge 

 - existing approaches to complexity 
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 - existing insights on fundamental topics 



Existing insights  on fundamental concepts… 

UNCERTAINTY 

STATISTICS - probability theory 

Intelligence – gaps or overload 

History – moral dimension 

Music – essential for creativity 

Art – certainty and uncertainty are a continuum, not opposites 

Futures – unknown unknowns 

Complexity - irreducible 

Religion – desirable vs fundamentalism 

 

Complexity - irreducible 
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Existing insights on fundamental concepts… 

CHANGE 

 



43 

 
 

Problem-based  

literature 



New framework for reporting: 

Integration & Implementation Sciences (I2S) 

 

 

3 domains 

5 questions 
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Three domains of I2S 
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Synthesising
disciplinary

and stakeholder
knowledge

Understanding 
and managing 

diverse 
unknowns

Providing
integrated

research support
for policy

and practice
change

Making change happen 



Five questions… for Domain 1 

Synthesising
disciplinary

and stakeholder
knowledge

Understanding 
and managing 

diverse 
unknowns

Providing
integrated

research support
for policy

and practice
change
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http://epress.anu.

edu.au/titles/ 

disciplining-

interdisciplinarity  
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Join us! 

In Canberra or on-line 

Sept 8-11, 2013 
 

I2Sconference.org 


