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‘Someone’s stomping ground is a place where they like to go often.’ Collins Dictionary

Public Stomping Grounds are 

shared sites of public land across 

Canberra where local communities 

can design and manage their own 

local gardening and gathering 

experiences. They occupy land, 

often near housing, that is 

otherwise forgotten, neglected and 

under-appreciated.

Public Stomping Grounds are reconfigured 

public spaces where people form connections 

in and through ‘doing’ in the urban landscape. 

These connections are spatial, social and 

physical. 

Stomping Grounds represent something far 

more than community garden plots. Instead 

they are multi-use common spaces where 

local people come to connect with each other 

and their local environment. They might do 

this through diverse activities such as sowing, 

growing, weeding, meeting, sharing, cooking, 

making, playing, celebrating and learning.

The participatory character of the Stomping 

Grounds resonates with the Griffins’ democratic 

symbolism in the organic layout for their original 

design of Canberra. Stomping Grounds are 

physical spaces dedicated to building grassroots 

connections in contemporary urban settings 

where there are growing disconnections across 

socio-economic groups and between people 

and their local environment. 

Stomping Grounds can create important linking 

spaces where Canberrans will connect with each 

other, their neighbourhood and landscape. 

‘Any arrangement looking a hundred years ahead has to be elastic permitting 
street improvement and construction to proceed little by little …’ Walter Burley Griffin 21/1/1913 letter to 

King O’Malley, Minister for Home Affairs

Key features of Public Stomping Grounds: Inspired and driven by local communities  |  Based on 

reconfigured public and/or private land  |  Facilitate connections between people, their communities 

and local landscape  |  Encourage multi-use public spaces  |  Co-designed and co-managed by 

communities and government  |  Shaped over time as communities and their landscapes evolve  | 

Communities nurture a Stomping Ground through a process of active 

stewardship, working with local people and relevant government 

agencies. Stompers will seek to work constructively with relevant ACT  

 planners, land managers and gardeners to co-design how the  

 Grounds will be configured and maintained. They will seek input  

  from the broader community on major decisions  

   relating to the Ground’s land-use and  

     management.

Land zoned as potential ‘Public Stomping Grounds’  

represents sites where communities can initiate diverse  

public activities such as playing, gardening, cooking,  

gathering, food exchange, education and workshops. A 

Stomping Ground comes into being when a group of citizens 

signals to land planners their intention to activate the Ground  

    and puts forward a plan for activities. 

Activa
ting the Stomping Ground

  Some Stomping Grounds will  

 come and go. When communities  

    decide they no longer wish to keep 

the Grounds, they will engage with the 

broader public and the government  

to develop a plan for transforming  

the Grounds to Public Open Space.  

The space is then ready for a future  

Stomping Ground if and when a 

community claims it. 
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