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Activities for ACIAR Project of Bangladesh team in March 2022 

14th of March 2022 Dr. Fay Rola-Rubzen and the Bangladesh team organized a meeting 
to discuss the topics of inclusiveness and gender equity. Some variables associated with 
gender issues are discussed by Dr. Fay, including female access to school, per capita 
income by gender, empowerment opportunities, access to healthcare, the evolution of 
economic activity, land ownership, fertility, and access to finance, among others.  
Research associates from Bangladesh was assigned the task of gathering and organizing 

relevant information. 

 
Professor Dr. Mohammad Jahangir Alam and Professor Dr. Ismat Ara Begum were in 
charge of a series of internal meetings that took place throughout the month, both in 
person and online. The roadmap for inclusiveness and gender issues, as well as workplan 

in terms of data collection, analysis, and writing up discussed during this session. 
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The Bangladesh team is working on the topics of inclusiveness, particularly inequality, 
and prepared preliminary results on issues of inclusiveness, such as inequality within 

rural areas and the income inequality of rural-urban integration, among other things. 

The preliminary results of Bangladesh are presented on March 31 by Al Amin AL 
Abbasi, spoke on behalf of the Bangladesh team. The following are some of the most 

important points that came out from the presentation. 

I) It was determined that the trend of income inequality between divisions, the gap 
between rural and urban areas, and the disparity between men and women were all 

investigated. 

II) The research that was carried out on a divisional level. 

III) The HIES 1991, 1995, 2000, 2005, 2010, and 2016 data sources are used. 

IV) In general, income inequality has increased over time, with the exception of a few 

years in the early 2010s. 
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Activities for ACIAR Project of Bangladesh team in April 2022 

 
On the 7th and 8th of April, 2022, the BAU team virtually participated in two country-
specific training sessions with a focus on Bangladesh. The training was conducted on 
the first day by Professor Yu Sheng and the CCAP team. Professor Yu Sheng 
presented the topic entitled "Inclusiveness in Rural Transformation: Measurement 
Issues" for the Bangladesh in his talk, Pengfei Shi addressed the topic entitled "How to 

explore the relationship between RT and income/poverty issues." 
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On Day 2, Huang Kaixing and Dong Wang gave a presentation about the training. 
Participation in this program by the Bangladesh team and other participants received 
solid econometric knowledge and paper writing skill regarding rural transformation 
challenges. "Spousal education gaps and family economic outcomes: Micro evidence 
from rural China" was the topic which is presented by Huang Kaixing, who also 
demonstrated the results of the analysis in the case of China. Dong Wang demonstrated 
some general abilities and suggestions on paper writing and other important issues. 
Participants from Bangladesh took active participation in this training session. These 
training sessions were very useful for project completion as well as to enhance thinking 

ability. 
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20 April 2022 Dr. Fay Rola-Rubzen and the Bangladesh team have reconvened for their 
monthly meeting, which focused on gender issues and inclusiveness. They discussed 
data collection progress and analytical challenges, as well as discussed  work plan for 
the following months, and urged research fellows to conduct some more literature 
review and try to examine other variables for inclusion in the analyses on inclusiveness 

and gender issues. 

 
The Bangladesh team has continued to establish a workplan for collecting data on 
inclusiveness, such as gender disaggregated and inequality statistics, as well as other 
relevant data, as much as possible. Several internal meetings have been held in order to 
look for relevant resources and materials for the project work that will be undertaken 
in the months ahead. In addition, during the same discussion meeting, the roadmap for 
the future work plan in terms of data collection and the future research plan was 

reviewed. 
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Activities for ACIAR Project of Bangladesh team in May 2022 and June 2022 

On the 16th of May 2022 Dr. Fay Rola-Rubzen and the Bangladesh team organized a meeting to 
discuss issues of inclusiveness and gender equity. Some variables associated with gender issues 
are discussed by Dr. Fay, including female access to school, per capita income by gender, 
empowerment opportunities, access to healthcare, the involvement of economic activity, land 
ownership, fertility, and access to finance, among others.  Research Associates from Bangladesh 
Agricultural University was assigned the task of gathering and organizing relevant data. 

 



Professor Dr. Mohammad Jahangir Alam and Professor Dr. Ismat Ara Begum organized a series 
of internal meetings that took place both in person and online throughout the course of this two 
months. During these meetings, we discussed the road map for paper-3 which is impact of rural 
transformation on income inequality at the regional level in Bangladesh, as well as work plan for 
collection of data, analysis of data, and the writing up of the results. 

 

Md. Omar Imran, key member in the Bangladesh team, given a presentation on several 
significant issues regarding the rural transformation in Bangladesh. After that, all of the 
members of BAU team, led by Professor Dr. Mohammad Jahangir Alam, discussed the issue at 
hand and came-up up with some significant insights on the subject at hand. 

 



In addition, Bangladesh team prepared the dataset for Dr. Fay's presentation on the linkages 
between gender and rural transformation: the case of Bangladesh. Dr. Fay Rola-Rubzen 
presented the Bangladesh gender research paper at the monthly meeting on May 24, 2022. She 
focused the issue of gender is one of the most essential aspects of inclusiveness. The purpose of 
this article is to answer the question of whether or not improved gender inclusiveness 
contributes to rural transformation in the country. 

It was revealed that there is a beneficial connection between gender equality and rural 
transformation; the per capita rural income, access to education, and access to healthcare of 
females considerably enhanced the rural transformation and non-agricultural GDP. 

 

Team leader of Bangladesh Prof. Dr. Mohammad Jahangir Alam presented the Bangladesh rural 
income inequality research paper. The objectives of this study are to (1) present the trend of rural 
income inequality at the regional level; (2) estimate the linkage between rural income inequality 
and rural transformation; and (3) investigate the relationship between the Gini-coefficient and 
the income inequality gap between urban and rural areas. 

In the early phases of rural transformation, an increasing Gini coefficient is related with an 
increasing share of high-value agriculture. The rate and degree of rural transformation varied  
significantly from division to division than they do from district to district. 

There is a correlation between the GINI coefficient and the share of non-farm rural employment, 
and this correlation is positive; however, there are some variations in association. There is a 
correlation between the ratio of rural to urban income and the GINI coefficient that is in the 
positive. 



 

It was revealed that there is a positive association between rural transformation and income 
disparity, which leads one to believe that rural transformation contributes to a rise in the income 
gap in rural Bangladesh. It is consistent with the well-known inverted-U hypothesis that Kuznets 
developed. Accelerating this transition in Bangladesh so that it reaches a turning point and, in 
tandem with economic development, income inequality is reduced should be done so that rural 
transformation can be promoted simultaneously. This will help Bangladesh achieve its goal of 
reducing income inequality while simultaneously promoting rural transformation. 

Members of the project suggested that in analysis, Bangladesh may try another functional form 
to check the nonlinearity hypothesis; do not need to include the rural-urban income ratio. 

 



The issue of gender and inclusiveness was discussed at a meeting between Fay and the 
Bangladesh team on the 16th of June 2022. Dr. Fay asked the Research Associates at the BAU 
to include more variables in order to finalize the paper, which titled the linkages between gender 
and rural transformation: the case of Bangladesh. The Bangladesh team agreed and will include 
other two variables in this paper. These are the government spending on research and 
development and agricultural credit. 

 

In light of the discussion that took place earlier, the preliminary findings of paper-3 were 
discussed. Prof. Dr. Mohammad Jahangir Alam and Prof. Dr. Ismat Ara Begum provided some 
excellent suggestions for improving the findings. During the same meeting, additional data 
collection and future study goals In rekation to paper 3 were discussed, as well as the road map 
for future work plan.  

 

*****The End*************** 
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Activities for ACIAR Project of Bangladesh team during July -August 2022 

Over the course of two months, Professor Dr. Mohammad Jahangir Alam and 

Professor Dr. Ismat Ara Begum supervised a series of internal meetings that took 

place in-person and online. During this session, we discussed finalise Paper-3 in light 

of June 2022 monthly meeting discussion, which is on the impact of rural 

transformation on regional income inequality in Bangladesh, as well as work plans 

for data analysis and writing up of the results. 

 

Bangladesh team prepared the paper-3 title “Analysis the effect of rural 

transformation on rural income inequality in Bangladesh” for the submission to 

project. 

The Bangladesh team is working on issues of Investment, Policies and Institutional 

(IPIs) selection in Bangladesh and prepared preliminary study on issues of IPIs 

selection in Bangladesh. 



 

The preliminary study of selection of IPIs issue in Bangladesh is presented on 27 

July,2022 by Subrata Saha, presented on behalf of the Bangladesh team. The 

following are some of the most important points from the presentation. 

 



Choosing principles: significance, availability, comparability, at least one for each 

IPI. 

Investment: agricultural area irrigated (national, 2004-2006, 2013-2019, 

FAOSTAT), land area equipped for irrigation (national, 1991-2019, FAOSTAT), 

investment in irrigation (regional, 2000-2006, HIES), access to rural electricity 

(national, 2000-2020, WDI), access to electricity (regional, 2000-2016, HIES). 

Polices: agricultural credit disbursement (national, 1993-2019, Bangladesh bank, 

Bangladesh Economic Review and Ministry of Finance), access to credit (regional, 

2000-2016, HIES), FDI (national, 2000-2020, WDI). 

Institutional arrangement: arable land (national, 2000-2019, FAOSTAT), per capita 

rural land (regional, 2000-2016, HIES), technological innovation (regional, 2000-

2016, HIES). 

Discussion: the variables would be clearer and more specific; think about the 

instruments, irrigation is one common factor, and innovation can be R&D. 
 

The preliminary study of the effects of non-farm income on food security in 

Bangladesh is presented on 27 July,2022 by Md. Imran Omar, presented on behalf 

of the Bangladesh team. The following are some of the most important points from 

the presentation. 

 



Examine the influence of non-farm activities on the food security status of farming 

households in Bangladesh. 

Data sources: BIHS data three waves 2012, 2015 and 2018 (IFPRI Bangladesh) 

The dependent variable is Food security indicators using household dietary diversity 

score (HDDS). Explanatory variable: share of non-farm income = (Total income – 

Farm income)/Total income*100. 

Control variables include household size, age, education, non-farm income 

participant, market distance, access to the credit facility, dependency ratio, and farm 

area. 

A Poisson regression model is applied for unbalanced panel data. 

The share of non-farm income and non-farm income participants are positively 

correlated with household dietary diversity scores. 

Meeting with Dr. Fay Rola-Rubzen on issue of inclusiveness and gender inequality 

at regional level in Bangladesh. 

 

On 15th August 2022 Dr. Fay Rola-Rubzen and the Bangladesh team hold a meeting 

to discuss issues of gender paper. Bangladesh team prepared more variables for 

gender paper, including access and amount of government female stipend program, 

land ownership and access to credit etc. Hopefully, draft of this paper will be 

finalized as soon as possible. 
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